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It’s been a busy few months on the OIOA Board! If you haven’t seen it yet, go to
https://www.ohioidentificationofficersassociation.org/ and check out our newly
revamped website. A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to Dan Boerner, current 3rd VP, for
taking on this task. The old web address will redirect to the new site – if you’ve had it
bookmarked, you may need to clear the cache on your browser so the new site will
load. Fair warning, that may clear saved passwords for other sites.

As the conference quickly approaches, we need you to do three things:
Register for the conference!
Tell your colleagues about it and get them to register!

CONSIDER HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE OIO
If you look at the board member list at the end of each issue, you can see that several
current board members are wearing multiple hats. Due to retirements and changes in
other life commitments, we need additional members to step up.
Conference Planning – coordinate lectures, workshops, and hotel details, including
research for future locations. This could work well as a pair to share responsibilities.
New Sgt. at Arms: This position is voted on at the conference, but you don’t need to be
present – just indicate your interest. You will move through the VP positions each year
and serve one year as president, then on the board of directors, with varied
responsibilities in each position. This is an eight-year commitment, so having your
agency’s support is extremely helpful.
Social media and historian are additional roles that could use some new blood.

Email oioatreasurer@gmail.com with any questions – and thank you in advance!!
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Register now for the 2022 OIOA Educational Conference!
September 7-9, 2022
Kalahari Resorts and Conventions
7000 Kalahari Dr., Sandusky, OH 44870
$150 for OIOA members, $180 for non-members
A registration form is included at the end of the newsletter,
or you can register online with the option to pay by credit card.
Lectures:
Deanna Brant – Delaware-Morrow Mental Health and Recovery Services Board –
Mental Health/Stressors in Law Enforcement
Heather Conner – Mesa, AZ P.D. – Travis Alexander/Jodi Arias Homicide
Penny Dechant – Arizona DPS – Reducing Erroneous Exclusions in Latent Print Examinations
Sean Grogan – Behavior Analysis – “Beware the Body” body language training
Don Seamon and Tom McLaughlin – Geauga Co. S.O. – “Geauga’s Baby”
Amanda Reno –DNA Genealogy Case
Noreen Charlton – Las Vegas Shooting Review
Ted Kroczak – Eastlake Homicide
Workshops:
Latent Print Conflict Resolution – Heather Conner and Penny Dechant
Field Sketch – Mike Wisniewski, FBI
Finding Evidence with Light – Jason Cole, Foster+Freeman
As always, the lineup is subject to change – please go to:
https://www.ohioidentificationofficersassociation.org/2022-oio-conference-kalahari
for updates as they become available.
Rooms are available at $109/night (double queen room) through the OIO block. Please click the Kalahari image
below to be taken to the reservation page, or call 419-433-7200 and mention the OIO for our group rate.

Chris Gutka, Conference Chair, Lake Metroparks Rangers
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SUMMER MERCHANDISE STORE
The OIO is excited to offer a new way to order branded gear!
Order between June 13 and July 17
An online store has been opened with Vector Printing that will run from June
13th through July 17th. This means you have more options for colors and styles than
we’d be able to offer if we had to order everything in advance. The orders will be
shipped directly to you once the store closes, which also saves time and storage
space for the OIO board. Prices range from $7 to $21, not including shipping.
The store must close before Vector starts working on the order. Items should be
delivered approximately 3 weeks after store closes, so you should have them in time
to attend the conference in style. Just a note, this is not a fundraiser so all proceeds
go to Vector – but again, it gives everyone more options and saves the OIO time and
up-front costs. Happy shopping!

https://ohioidentificationofficers2022.itemorder.com/shop/home/
Details from the online store:


Welcome to Ohio Identification Officers 2022 Online Store!







Images on products are for visual reference only.
Items to be delivered approximately 3 weeks after the store has closed.
No orders will be processed or printed until after the sale ends.
Orders will NOT be accepted after sale deadline.
Due to clothing shortages, If an item becomes unavailable, it will
substituted with a similar product. If no substitute is available, you'll be
notified and your credit card will be refunded.
Per design, screenprinting may be substituted with a digital print if
minimum order requirements are not met.
There will be no refunds or exchanges once an order has been printed.
Please check your orders closely to ensure all information is correct.





Thank you to the following companies that are planning to sponsor the 2022 conference!
On Thursday, September 8, we’ll have a “Meet the Vendors” break during the morning workshop session.
Foray has generously agreed to provide a light breakfast during this time, so you’ll have plenty of
opportunity to mingle and demo all the great products on display. We couldn’t offer such an affordable
conference without their involvement, so make sure you support our sponsors!

https://www.aware.com

https://www.faro.com/en

https://www.foray.com

https://forensicssource.com

http://www.fosterfreeman.com

https://necam.com

https://www.laserinst.com

https://www.thalesgroup.com

Thales is once again able to sponsor our hospitality room, so make sure you stop by for some snacks and
various beverages starting in the evening of Tuesday, September 6. And thank you!
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT – DETECTIVE DAVID KAPPA
LAKEWOOD P.D.
OIOA Member since 2018
I currently have 25 years of law enforcement experience and
have been with the City of Lakewood for the past 22 years.
During my time with LPD I spent eight years as a patrolman
and the past thirteen years as a detective, serving in the
narcotics division and general detective bureau. I have a
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from the University
of Toledo.
Besides my normal case work as a detective, I am also a
latent print examiner. My training as an LPE began in 2019
when I was trained by Michele Johnson, CLPE with the
Cleveland Police Department. After this year of training, I
was assigned my own cases and have been working on this
skill ever since.
My former partner, now retired, Detective Pat Foye, was a LPE for Lakewood and would occasionally show
me some of the cases he was assigned and the OIO literature. I became interested in this work and when
he retired, I was assigned his place in the unit.
I enjoy and look forward to LPE work because it gives me a break from some of my other cases. This is a
difficult field to be in when you’re only doing it essentially part-time. We are not handling a high volume
of daily latent cases like some labs or departments. I keep up with current information from OIO and IAI
and have completed several Ron Smith classes and look forward to taking more soon.

BCI update on two current OIO
Members – Congrats to Aja and Sarah!
On Friday, March 18, Crime Scene Special
Agents Aja Chung and Sarah Taylor graduated
from the National Forensic Academy in
Knoxville, Tennessee. The NFA is a 10-week,
400- hour training where students from all of
the world get trained in photography,
shooting reconstruction, bloodstain pattern
analysis and other topics.
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TREASURER’S REPORT Jen Yoak – MVRCL
The OIO continues in good financial standing with $36,952.64 in assets as of June 12, 2022. Totals are
higher than average right now as registration and sponsorship payments for the conference start coming
in, but the conference expenditures will be due later.
Becca Silverstein, Lake County Crime Lab and current Chair of the Board of Directors, performed a “mini
audit” of the treasurer’s records during our in-person board meeting on May 26, 2022. Records and
transactions were found to be in order and as reported to the OIO. A more detailed audit will be planned
for the future.
There are still 22 members who haven’t paid their dues for 2022! If you think that’s you, and you wish to
continue membership, please contact me at oioatreasurer@gmail.com or 937-789-8123 to settle up!
On a completely unrelated note, I’m an avid runner, participating in everything to local 5ks to marathons
around the country. So when I saw the video below, even though I wasn’t at the race involved, I could
imagine how horrific things might have been if the officer hadn’t acted so quickly. It seemed like a good
reminder to say Thank You to all of our law enforcement members who work to keep us safe in all sorts of
ways in everyday life and during special events.
https://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2022/03/14/florida-trooper-drunk-driver-10k-race-orig-jc.cnn

Do you have an idea for a great newsletter article? It can be something original,
information you’ve found elsewhere that might benefit other members, or an
announcement about upcoming training.

The next issue will be published in mid-September – please submit by
September 1, 2022 to be included!
I’ll be continuing the “Member Spotlights” in each issue. I’ll email a few members with
some basic questions for you to answer about your job and career path.

Do you know any college students who are studying Forensic Science,
Criminal Justice, or a related field?
Other IAI Divisions have published student research in the past, and Ohio would like to join
them! It can be a great opportunity for students to share what they’re learning and gain
experience communicating their findings to a wider audience. Encourage them to submit
articles and to get involved as student members!
Social Media
Ohio Identification Officers Association Facebook and LinkedIn Groups
Follow The International Association for Identification (Facebook)
@theiai
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GOVERNOR DEWINE LAUNCHES OHIO CRIME LAB EFFICIENCY PROGRAM
TO ELIMINATE BACKLOGS, DECREASE TESTING TURNAROUND TIME
April 27, 2022 https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-launches-ohio-crime-lab-efficiency-programto-eliminate-backlogs-decrease-testing-turnaround-time-04272022

As part of Governor DeWine’s new Ohio Crime Lab Efficiency Program, Ohio’s 14 certified crime laboratories will
receive a combined total of $10 million to reduce and eliminate backlogs, increase overall lab efficiency, and
decrease evidence processing time.
The crime laboratory grants are part of Governor DeWine’s overall strategy to support Ohio’s criminal justice
community in their work to solve crimes, hold criminals responsible, secure justice for victims, and keep residents
safe.
“Ohio’s forensic scientists and chemists are oftentimes unsung heroes working behind the scenes on criminal
investigations, but their work is truly critical in helping law enforcement solve cases and protect citizens,” said
Governor DeWine. “As we continue to help law enforcement officers with new tools to fight crime, it’s just as
important to support those in our crime labs with new tools to analyze evidence. The awards we’re announcing
today will help scientists do their jobs better and more efficiently to get crime-solving test results back into the hands
of investigators sooner and violent criminals off the streets faster.”
Awarded funds will be used to meet the individual needs expressed by each laboratory such as new equipment and
increased staffing to eliminate backlogs of DNA, firearm, trace, fingerprint, and drug evidence. Funds will also be
used to decrease the turnaround time of forensic toxicology and forensic pathology test results and to proactively
prevent future backlogs associated with nationwide pandemic-induced increases in violent crime.


The Canton/Stark County Crime Laboratory will receive a $250,000 grant for a new laboratory information
management system to track trends and improve timeliness through the use of electronic reports.



The Central Ohio Regional Crime Laboratory will receive a $250,000 grant for employee training, technology
to triage casework, and overtime costs associated with backlog reduction.



The Columbus Police Crime Laboratory will receive a $1 million grant to purchase additional software and
technology to allow for more DNA and ballistic samples to be processed concurrently for backlog reduction
and decreased turnaround time.



The Cuyahoga County Regional Forensic Science Laboratory will receive a $1 million grant for overtime
costs, new equipment related to fingerprint, firearm, and trace evidence backlog reduction, and to outsource
some firearm evidence examination services.



The Franklin County Coroner’s Office will receive a $250,000 grant to contract with a forensic pathologist to
assist in completing backlogged cases and for new automated sample processing technology to improve
throughput efficiency and eliminate backlogged forensic toxicology cases.



The Hamilton County Coroner and Crime Laboratory will receive a $1 million grant to hire additional staff
and purchase additional equipment and supplies for backlog reduction in its firearm and DNA divisions.



The Lake County Crime Lab will receive a $250,000 grant for additional drug-testing equipment to allow for
more simultaneous case analysis and for a new firearm water recovery tank to prevent a future backlog in
firearm cases.



The Lorain County Crime/Drug Lab will receive a $250,000 grant for facility renovations to improve safety
and efficiency and new equipment for backlog reduction of drug cases.



The Mansfield Division of Police Forensic Science Laboratory will receive a $250,000 grant to address
current and anticipated backlogs of digital and drug evidence with new digital evidence processing software
and controlled substance instrumentation.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)


The Miami Valley Regional Crime Lab will receive a $1 million grant to reduce backlogs to pre-pandemic
levels in its chemistry and DNA divisions through the purchase of new equipment to allow for increased case
output.



The Ohio Attorney General’s Office will receive a $2.75 million grant for its three crime laboratories in
London, Richfield, and Bowling Green for overtime costs associated with backlog reduction, new technology,
and to outsource some chemistry cases.



The Ohio Division of the State Fire Marshal Forensic Lab will receive a $250,000 grant for new forensic
computers with more processing power for digital evidence to help lower turnaround time and eliminate
digital evidence backlogs.



The Ohio State Highway Patrol Crime Laboratory will receive a $1.25 million grant to replace drug-testing
equipment that has reached the end of its useful life and to outsource some chemistry cases to reduce the
current backlog.



The Toledo Police Department Forensic Crime Laboratory will receive a $250,000 grant for new
equipment to double the number of cases that can be processed at once for backlog reduction in its firearm
division.

Ohio’s crime laboratories attribute current evidence
backlogs to workforce issues caused by COVID-19 and
the nationwide increase in violent crime also caused
by the pandemic. The grants are funded with
American Rescue Plan Act funds dedicated by
Governor DeWine and the Ohio General Assembly
to state and local first-responder agencies to counter
increases in violent crime and to mitigate impacts on
staffing levels and first-responder wellness caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other initiatives recently launched by Governor
DeWine to counter pandemic-induced increases in
violent crime include the new
Ohio Ballistics Testing Initiative, which increases local
law enforcement’s access to the National Integrated
Ballistic Information Network, and the launch of the
new Ohio Violent Crime Reduction Grant Program to
fund local strategies to reduce crime in local
communities.
Since taking office in 2019, Governor DeWine has
launched several initiatives to help law enforcement
in their work to protect the public and solve crimes.
New statewide offices include the Ohio Narcotics
Intelligence Center, Ohio School Safety Center, Ohio
Office of Law Enforcement Recruitment, and the Ohio
Office of First Responder Wellness. Governor DeWine,
in partnership with the Ohio General Assembly, also secured funding to help local law enforcement agencies
extradite wanted offenders, enter warrants into state and federal databases, pay for critical training, and more.
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IT’S TIME FOR EXCELLENCE AWARD NOMINATIONS!
There were just a few nominations last year, so we’re hoping for more submissions this
time around.
We know there’s lots of good work going on around Ohio, and we want to hear about it!
Did a fellow member help coordinate resources for a neighboring agency? Contribute to
solving a complicated cold case? Dedicate time and energy to revamping policies to be
better for your department? If they went above and beyond the call of duty in any type of
case or event that’s related to the mission and membership of the OIOA, let them know
their professional service is being noticed.
You can fill out a nomination form at the following link:
https://forms.gle/RCSWfWaabHadfbWq6
OR
Email oioatreasurer@gmail.com
Please include:
Member’s name, title and agency
Person making the nomination
Description of the event/actions/case
Date and location (where applicable)
Details about what made the member’s actions outstanding
If the nomination involves case-sensitive information, please ensure that details are able to
be publicized – we don’t want to interfere with the judicial process in any way.
All nominees will be recognized at the conference and in a future newsletter.
The deadline for nominations is August 26, 2022.

A cold case worked by Reynoldsburg PD and previously included in the
newsletter was featured on an episode of “On the Case with Paula Zahn”.
Search for “Hauntingly Familiar” (Season 24, Episode 2) and you should be able
to find it available to stream on various platforms.
Cases like this would make great nominees (hint, hint)!
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This article appeared in the December 6/13, 2021 Issue of Time Magazine
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Continued from Page 7
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FLORIDA MAN ASKS POLICE TO TEST METH FOR AUTHENTICITY
March 13, 2022 – Kalhan Rosenblatt - https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/florida-man-asks-police-to-testmeth-for-authenticity/ar-AAV0Jhb?ocid=mailsignout&li=BBnb7Kz

A Florida man was arrested after calling police and asking them to test his methamphetamine's authenticity,
according to officials.
Thomas Eugene Colucci, of Spring Hill, Florida, called the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office on Thursday,
asking for officers to test meth he had recently purchased, according to a Facebook post by the Hernando
County Sheriff's Office.
Colucci told officers that he was an "experienced drug user" and believed that he had been sold bath salts
instead of meth.
The man told police he “knew what it should feel like," and that the substance wasn't producing the desired
effect.
Colucci said he wanted the police to test the meth so others wouldn't buy fake meth from the person who
sold it to him.
Officers conducted a test on the substance Colucci provided and found that it was, in fact, meth.
Officers place Colucci in custody and took him to a local hospital for a medical evaluation before taking him
to the Hernando County Detention Center.
He was charged with possession of methamphetamine, possession of Drug Paraphernalia and given a
$7,000 bond.
It was not immediately clear if Colucci had retained a lawyer and NBC News was not immediately able to
reach him for comment.
The sheriff's office said that if a person "doubts about the authenticity of any illegal narcotics you have onhand or have obtained from another person, the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to provide this
service, FREE of charge."

Because we’ve all seen
misrepresentations of our work on
TV, here’s a great screenshot I ran
across lately while putting
together a presentation. Pretty
sure you actually need a known
print to get an AFIS hit!
https://www.express.co.uk/showbiz/
tv-radio/1312117/NCIS-plot-holeAbby-Scuito-Pauley-Perrettefingerprint-blunder-mistake-CBSvideo
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Click on each description to be taken to the website
July 18-22, 2022 –
Dayton, OH – $625

August 15-19, 2022 – Lyndhurst, OH – $649

CURRENT JOB
OPENING
Click on description to be
taken to the website
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OIOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rebecca Silverstein, Chair, Lake Co. Crime Lab
Amanda Fetherolf, Franklin Co. S.O.
Leonard Nosse, Wickliffe P.D.

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
Ken Roberts, President, Eastlake P.D.
Deborah Lanata, 1st VP, Columbus P.D.
Angela Wolf, 2nd VP, Delaware Co. S.O.
Daniel Boerner, 3rd VP, Ohio B.C.I.
Craig Brafford, Sgt. at Arms, South Point P.D.
Jennifer Yoak, Treasurer, Miami Valley Regional Crime Lab
Amanda Fetherolf, Secretary, Franklin Co. S.O.
Mitchell Wisniewski, IAI Representative, Life Member
Edward Biederstedt, IAI CSSU Certification Rep, Ohio BCI
Jennifer Yoak, IAI Latent Certification Rep, MVRCL
Mick Dier, College Liaison, University of Toledo
Michael Wisniewski, Historian/Facebook/Website, FBI
Christopher Gutka, Conference Committee Chair, Lake Metroparks Rangers
Edward Biederstedt, Conference Committee, Ohio BCI
Michael Wisniewski, Conference Committee, FBI
Leonard Nosse, Wickliffe P.D., Information Technology Manager
OPEN – Newsletter Editor, Historian, and Social Media

PUBLICATION DISCLAIMER (Adapted from the Texas Division of the IAI’s Lone Star Journal)
The views and opinions expressed in the articles which are published in the OIOA Newsletter are exclusively
those of the writers and/or publications from which information was taken and do not necessarily reflect an
endorsement or position of the Ohio Identification Officers Association or its membership.
Submitted articles may contain the use of equipment or processes utilizing chemicals or combinations of
chemicals which may be hazardous or potentially hazardous to the user’s health. It is strongly recommended
that all directions for equipment be read and followed and that appropriate precautions be exercised when
using hazardous or potentially hazardous chemicals or combinations of chemicals wherein the hazards may
not be fully known. The OIOA assumes no responsibility for the use of equipment, chemicals, or combinations
of chemicals as set forth in any article.

18

19

20

